
 
 

Spanish V  
2017-18  

 
 

 
 

Instructor: Patrick L. Bommarito, M.A.Ed. 
Webster Groves High School, Room 362  
Office hours: 7:00AM-7:45; Plan 3rd/ 5th  
Email: bommarito.patrick@wgmail.org; 
***bommarito.patrick@wgcloud.org 
Phone: 314-963-6400 #11362 
GoogleVoice: 314-717-1804 
Twitter: @srbommaritoWGHS  

 

Course: Spanish V / Spanish 1002: Spanish Language and Culture II (5 semester hours)—Fall 2017 
College credit can be obtained from The University of Missouri-St. Louis--$64/credit hour 
 
Required Materials:  Textbook: ¡Avancemos! Level 4, McDougal Littell, 2010 (teacher will provide class set) 

Notebook or binder for in-class notes  
Folder for keeping all handouts and assignments  

 
Course Description: (Prerequisite: SPANISH 1001 or equivalent, passed with a grade of C- or better) This second 
Spanish course is designed to continue the development of communicative proficiency through an integrated 
approach to the teaching of all four language skills - listening and understanding, reading, writing, and speaking. It 
encourages development of communicative proficiency through an interactive task-based approach, provides students 
with an active and rewarding learning experience as they strengthen their language skills and cultural competency, 
and fosters awareness of the Spanish-speaking world through authentic cultural materials and information. 
SPANISH 1001, SPANISH 1002, and SPANISH 2101 together form the introductory Spanish language sequence. 
 
Course Outcomes: By the end of the semester, students should function at a Novice-High level of proficiency in 
speaking and listening, and at the Intermediate-Low level of proficiency in reading and writing, as established by the 
American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL), and as determined through oral and written 
assessments. For descriptions of ACTFL proficiency levels, please see the following links:  
 
 
WGHS Grading Scale: This course is yearlong and the two semester grades will be averaged to calculate final grade 
(USML). 
 
93-100% A  83-86% B  73-76% C  63-66% D 
90-92% A-  80-82% B-  70-72% C-  60-62% D- 
87-89% B+  77-79% C+  67-69% D+  0-59% F 
 
UMSL GPA scale:   
A   4.0 
A-    3.7 
B+    3.3 
B    3.0 
B-    2.7 
C+    2.3 
C    2.0 
C-    1.7 
******* 
D+    1.3 
D    1.0 
D-    0.7 
F    0 
Grades lower than C- do not count toward college credit, but may still affect a student’s college GPA. Please contact 
the ACP office to drop the UMSL credit portion of your course if you are receiving a grade lower than C-. 
 
 
 

mailto:bommarito.patrick@wgmail.org
mailto:bommarito.patrick@wgcloud.org
http://bulletin.umsl.edu/search/?P=SPANISH%201001
http://bulletin.umsl.edu/search/?P=SPANISH%201001
http://bulletin.umsl.edu/search/?P=SPANISH%201002
http://bulletin.umsl.edu/search/?P=SPANISH%202101


Grading: Semester grades will be based on the following formula:  
  75%  Assessments 
+25%  Skill-building 
= semester  
FINAL SEMESTER GRADE = (semester grade * 0.8) + (final exam grade * 0.2)  
 
Assessments: Tests, oral interviews, and Integrated Performance Assessments (IPAs) will be given after most units 
along with occasional quizzes (both announced and unannounced).  
 

Exams: Exams be worth 20% of the semester grade. Seniors are required to take a final exam. 
 
Skill-building: This may include practice worksheets, writing prompts, Google Voice/Recap assignments, EDpuzzle 
videos, class participation, in-class work, etc. These assignments will be worth between 5-20 points. See “Scoring 
Guidelines” for information on how written and spoken work will be graded. All work will be posted online AND in 
the classroom. All written work must be placed in the appropriate homework folder at the BEGINNING of class. It 
will be collected during the warm-up activity. If it is not turned in by that time, it is considered late. All work is to be 
done in Spanish unless otherwise indicated.  
 

Late work: Work is to be turned in on time. LATE WORK (homework) will receive no more than 75% credit. 
After 2 days, work may only earn 50%. Assessments/projects will lose 10% per day late. It is the student’s 
responsibility to make the necessary arrangements so that work is turned in on time. ALL work for a grading 
period must be turned in by the following dates at 3PM to receive (partial) credit:  
 

 
 
Sem 1 
1st grading period—FRI September 22 
2nd grading period—FRI November 3 
3rd grading period—TUES December 12 

 
Sem 2 
4th grading period—THURS February 15 
5th grading period—FRI April 6 
6th grading period—THURS May 17 

 
 

Classroom Expectations, Policies, and Procedures: 
 
Be on time: Attendance and punctuality will be crucial to students’ success. 3 tardies will result in detention. 
 
Come prepared to participate: Chronic failure to bring required materials to class will significantly affect student’s 
class participation grade. Students will also have a warm-up activity everyday which is to be done in a notebook. 
Students are expected to begin the activity immediately, quietly, and without prompting.  
 
Try your best: Turn in work that you are proud of. Try and do more than the minimum requirements. All assignments 
must be turned in on the prompt handout or typed. Occasionally, assignments can be emailed/shared. If you have 
illegible handwriting, please type your work. If I can’t read it, it will be returned and marked incomplete. 
 
En Español, por favor: This course will be conducted IN Spanish. The majority of class time will be spent USING the 
language and not simply talking ABOUT it. Students are expected to use Spanish whenever possible. A major goal of 
the course will be to overcome the fear of experimenting with a new language. Mistakes are natural and expected! It’s 
how you learn! 
 
Participation: You will be graded on your participation in class. This includes oral participation (speaking Spanish), 
active listening, preparation, attendance, materials, and engagement in class activities. Students will receive a detailed 
description of participation expectations. 
 



Missed work: Following an excused absence it is your responsibility to make up all missed work (see Google 
Classroom/SIS for homework assignments). You will have as many days are you were absent to complete assignments. 
Please see me regarding special circumstances to discuss an individualized plan. 
 
Respeto: (see RRISE) Please show respect for all other students in the classroom, WGHS staff, and school property. 
Failure to comply will result in a conference and/or an office referral. 
 

*CELL PHONES are generally not to be used in the classroom. Exceptions will be made for Word Reference 
and other research based tools. Students will learn to use technology responsibly. Texting, taking photos, or 
using other social media will not be permitted. The first offense will be a warning. A second offense will 
result in confiscation of the item for the remainder of the class period/school day. Any further offense will 
result in the item being sent to an Assistant Principal and a parent conference. 

  
Office hours: I am available most days before school (I coach XC in the fall and must leave by 2:50 in the afternoon). I 
am usually in my room by 7:10. Feel free to stop by. I am also available by appointment. 
 
Hall passes: Each student will receive a limited number of hall passes (restroom, drink, locker, etc.) Left over passes 
may be used for extra credit. 
 
Academic honesty policy: Students are expected to do their own work. While collaboration is encouraged, copying 
others’ work is not acceptable. Any student who is in violation of this policy will receive a “zero” on the assignment 
as well as an office referral. The use of online translators is also prohibited for class work. Please refer to student 
handbook for more details/consequences. 
 
 
Google Classroom: All relevant class material will be posted on the Google Classroom. There, students and parents 
can find assignments, updates, files, etc. Students are responsible for checking it frequently. Grades will continue to 
be posted on the Student/Parent Portal (SIS). 
 
Google Voice + Recap: Students will be required to perform a weekly/bi-weekly speaking task using Google Voice 
and/or Recap as indicated. Students will call and receive an oral/video prompt. They will then be required to answer 
spontaneously in the target language. Sr. Bommarito’s Google Voice number is #314-717-1804…and, no, I will never 
answer these calls personally  (it’s all digital anyway) 
 
Google Mail: Students are responsible for checking their WGcloud email accounts for class updates, “encuentro” 
scheduling, etc. If you are unfamiliar with this, please let me know. 
 
“Encuentro”: Students will be required to sign up for a 5-10-minute individual meeting with Sr. Bommarito. This 
meeting will be informal and in English and will help us get to know one another. 
 
Peer Tutoring: Peer tutoring will be offered on an as-needed basis. Please let Mr. Bommarito know if you are 
interested in being a tutor or if you would like tutoring.  
 
Twitter: I will be using a twitter account to post interesting articles, thoughts, class reminders, homework links, extra 
credit activities, etc. You can follow Mr. Bommarito @srbommaritoWGHS. (A twitter account is not required. Details to 
follow) 
 
Extra Credit: Occasional extra credit opportunities will be offered. Stay tuned. (+5% max) ***OJO--You must have ALL 
work turned in for that grading period to qualify. You may also offer extra credit proposal for approval any time. 
 
Caja de comentarios: In the classroom there is a suggestion box. Feel free to put in questions, comments, suggestions, 
etc. Of course, you may always talk with me directly should an issue arise.  
 
“Mesa” (conversation group): This year we will be starting a Spanish conversation group for students who would like 
the opportunity to practice their oral communication skills outside the classroom. We will meet at San José restaurant 
approx. once a month starting in November. An official schedule will be provided at a later date. 
 
Ser voluntario: We will begin collaborating this year with St. Cecilia Parish in South City STL which has a large 
Hispanic population. Students will have the opportunity to meet and interact with Spanish-speaking students in our 



community. We will mainly be acting as volunteer teachers, tutors, coaches for these students. More details 2nd 
semester. 
 
ACTFL: We will be using guidelines proposed by The American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages to 
measure language proficiency throughout the year. Students will become familiar with the terms and requirement to 
achieve various levels of oral and written proficiency.  
 
Algo interesante: As reward for positive behavior, high levels of L2 spoken in the classroom, etc., students will be 
presented with “algo interesante” (something interesting). These may include interesting videos, movie clips, TED 
talks, demonstrations, etc. Students should feel free to email suggestions for an “algo interestante”. Some will be 
Spanish/language related while others may simply be about an interest or passion students are pursuing.  
 

 
La fluidez: Students (and parents ) frequently ask how they can improve their 
Spanish. Here are some tips on how to improve your language skills:  
 

Escucha—Listen to as much Spanish as you can! This is the first step 
to language learning. Watch TV (Telemundo, ESPN Deportes, BBC Mundo, 
Netflix). Watch movies (Any! I have a small library—feel free to 
borrow) Listen to podcasts (Notes in Spanish, Coffee Break in Spanish) 
Listen to music (Too many to list—just ask!) Attend a Spanish-speaking 
church service.  

 
Practica—Use programs like Duolingo, Conjuguemos, StudySpanish, 
Quizlet, ClassZone, etc. to work on particular skills (conjugations, 
vocabulary review, etc.) Try changing your devices to Spanish or text 
your friends/family in Spanish (there are keyboards). Read Spanish 
websites (news, sports, entertainment, etc.). Read a Spanish magazine 
or book (“Harry Potter”, “Como agua para chocolate”, etc.) Journal in 
Spanish.   

 
Habla—One of the best ways to learn is to speak with a native speaker. 
There are frequently Spanish-speaking students at WGHS. Go to a 
restaurant and practice with the staff (I’ll bet you get a positive 
response ) Go to the STL International Festival or the STL Hispanic 
Festival and speak with natives. Always feel free to use me as a 
resource and Spanish-practice partner.  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Statesmen Expectations 

Respect – Responsibility – Involvement – Safety – Education 
Sr. Bommarito 2017-18 

 

 
 
Remember that the classroom environment depends on you. YOU have the power to make this a toxic, negative environment or a 
nurturing, positive one. Which will you choose? 
 

R = Respect  
 
Treat each other with respect. Do NOT use putdowns. Instead, build one another up. Be respectful of the materials and equipment used 
in class. Everyone has come to this class to learn, grow, and share together. Be respectful of that fact by listening to everyone. 
 
 

R = Responsibility  
 

As an educator at WGHS, I am fully committed to your academic and personal success. It is my responsibility to provide you with a 
safe, engaging, and positive environment in which to learn, grow, and share together as a class. I am responsible for providing you 
with the tools that you need to be successful. It is YOUR responsibility to use those tools and to work hard in this class. Your learning 
depends on YOU. Make the choice to succeed. “Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire.” -Yeats 
 
 

I = Involvement 
 
Participate (actively and passively) in class discussion/activities.  
 
 

S = Safety 
 

This classroom is a safe area. Every student, regardless of race, ethnicity, gender expression, sexual orientation, socio-economic 
background, age, religion, or ability, who walks into room 362 should feel safe to express herself/himself without fear of ridicule. 
 

E = Education 
 
Your education is extremely valuable. Not everyone gets one. Use this opportunity to the fullest. Don’t leave WGHS with regrets. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I understand and agree to follow the expectations of Mr. Bommarito’s class. I am aware that consequences of not abiding by these 
guidelines may include office referrals, dismissal from classroom, and/or other mutually agreed upon penalties. 
 
 
 
Student signature: _________________________________________ Date: ___________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Spanish 5 Tentative Schedule of Major Themes and Authentic Resources: 
 
Semester 1:   

 
Spanish 4 Review 
 
Families and Communities 
 Regreso a la escuela 
 
Public and Personal Identity (Heroes, Autoestima) 

“Breve descripción de mi persona” Cuarteto de Nos  
“Latinoamérica” canción por Calle 13 
“Autorretrato” poema por Pablo Neruda  

 
Contemporary Life 

Comunicarse en el mundo de trabajo  
“El internado” 
El Día de los Muertos 

   
Semester 2:  

 
Beauty and Aesthetics 
 El arte de Francisco de Goya 
 “El Laberinto del fauno” película 
 
Global Challenges 
 “La bala” canción por Calle 13 
 “Landfill Harmonic” (documental) 
 Mini-unit: Immigration 
  “Pobre Juan” canción por Maná 

   “Which Way Home” (documental)  
 
Grammar topics:   
Ser vs. Estar (meaning changes) 
Direct & Indirect Objects 
Indirect special verb constructions (like “gustar”) 
Reciprocal verbs 
Reflexive verbs (change of state/emotion) 
Subjunctive (noun, adjective, adverb clauses) 
Prepositional phrase expressions 
Gerunds 
Passive/accidental “se” construction 
Preterite vs. imperfect 
Past participles 
Present perfect 
Past perfect 
Por vs. Para 
Sequence of tenses 
 
Authentic resources—(sample) 
 
Songs:  “Breve descripción de mi persona” Cuarteto de Nos 
 “Latinoamérica” Calle 13 
 “La bala” Calle 13 
 “Pobre Juan” Maná 
 “La historia de Juan” Juanes 
 “Me voy” Julieta Venegas 



  
Videos: “On the way to School” 
 “Which Way Home” 

“El internado” 
“Mi familia” 
“Landfill Harmonic” 
“Hyper-Reality” 

 
Literary Readings: “La señora Julia” por Ana Cortesi 

“Autorretrato” por Pablo Neruda  
“Carreras en computación” de Saludos Hispanos 
“Borges y yo” por Jorge Luis Borges 
“Pecado de omisión” por Ana María Matute 
“Un día de estos” por Gabriel García Márquez 
“Al niño enfermo” por Miguel de Unamuno 
“Canción de jinete” (dos poemas) por Federico García Lorca 
“Un suicida” por Marcos Victoria 

 


